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Group Seeks

To Increase
AIDS Funds

By JiLL GRANT
Spectator Staff Write:

Last year, the United States gov-
ernment allocated S360 million
towards AIDS prevention and treat-
ment.

According to a new student
group at Columbia, that isn’t nearly
enough.

Pointing to statistics that show
that AIDS has killed 18 million
Africans and infected 25 million
more, members of the Student
Global AIDS Campaign are writing
letters in an effort to increase the
budget for the United States’ anti-
AIDS campaign to S2.5 billion.

When Priya Lal, CC ’02, heard
about the campaign that originated
at Harvard, she decided to start her
own chapter at Columbia.

Eventually, Lal, now Columbia’s
campaign coordinator, got in touch
with the Harvard organizers after
an e-mail from a friend. She learned
of the campaign’s goal of 100,000
letters to be sent to President Bush,
Secretary of State Colin Powell, as
well as senators and house repre-
sentatives.

The campaign got off the ground
last week and is moving along swift-
ly, according to Lal. “I hope to get a
table out on College Walk next week
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